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From the Desk 

of the Director  
   

   It is a season for 

thanks and giving.  

READ has many 

reasons to be 

thankful for all of 

the support we 

receive throughout 

the year. Our volunteers are the 

foundation of our mission.  Our 

donors continue to allow our 

organization to provide valuable 

services and books to children 

who need them most.  A love of 

reading is one of the greatest gifts 

you can give a child.    

For most of us the best gifts 

are not things, but more 

importantly the time we spend 

with family and friends, and the 

warm feelings we share when we 

can extend a helping hand to 

someone or support a program in 

the community we live.   

Of course we know for 

children they can't wait to open 

their treasured gifts.  If you have 

not seen this yet, what a great 

idea.  The Four Gift Rule for Gift 

Giving to our kids, grandkids, 

family or friends:  one thing they 

want, one thing they need, one 

thing to wear AND one thing to 

READ.   

We hope to see you at our 

upcoming Book Fair on 

Thursday, December 10 at 
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Greenhouse Books.  There will be 

many book titles for all ages to 

select from to find that one thing 

to READ, or maybe two or three.   

May your holiday season be 

filled with a thankful heart, peace, 

happiness and books to enjoy. 
  
 

Carol Lechel 

 Director 

SAVE the DATE  
to attend with your  

family and friends: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, March 5, 2016 

9 am - 11:30 am 
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Principal Evaluations: 7 evaluations completed 
 

¶ 7 confirmed READ program is Very Beneficial to school, staff and/or students 
¶ 7 confirmed that READ volunteers provided worthwhile mentor benefit to students 
¶ Schools use a variety of literacy testing at the beginning and end of school year:  

BAS, NWEA-2, DRA, AIMS web, Benchmarks, Open Count Fluency Testing,  
    new M STEP  
 

Overall Summary:    
100% of surveys returned feel the READ program is of benefit to their school. 

 
Coordinator Evaluations:  24 completed 
 

¶ 24 confirmed that volunteers provided a meaningful relationship with students 
¶ 22 confirmed volunteers increased the studentsô individual reading time, 2 not sure 
¶ 24 confirmed students have a more positive attitude towards reading and enjoyed 

program 
 

Overall Summary:  98% of surveys returned feel the READ program provides a 
meaningful opportunity for students 
 
Teacher Evaluations and Support Letters:   61 evaluations completed  
 

¶ 60  confirmed that volunteers provided a meaningful relationship with students,  
        1 not sure 
¶ 58 confirmed that volunteers increased the studentsô individual reading time,  

        3 not sure  
¶ 59 confirmed that students have a more positive attitude towards reading and 

enjoyed the program, 2 not sure as one student did not attend school regularly 
 

Overall Summary:  97% of teachers feel that the volunteers are making a difference 
with their students 
           
Mentor Evaluations: 120 Additional Mentor Evaluations completed for students 
(without Student Reading Attitude Surveys) 
 

¶ Do you think your student reads better in spring than the fall? 
               Yes   97 (81%)    No   6 (5%)      Not sure   9 (7.5%)     No Answer   9 (7.5%) 
¶ Do you think your student reads more in the spring than fall? 

               Yes   91 (76%)    No   13 (11%)   Not sure   6 (5%)       No Answer 10 (8%) 
¶ Do you feel you made a difference in this child's life? 

               Yes 107 (89%)    No   3 (3%)      Not sure   8 (7%)     No Answer   2 (1%) 
 

Overall Summary:   Over 82% of Volunteer Mentors do feel they are making a 
difference with the students  they mentor. 
 

Over 97% of principals, teachers and center coordinators and 89% of volunteer 
mentors, reported that students have shown improvements in one or more of the 
following areas: 

 ¨Experienced a positive relationship with their volunteer mentor 
 ¨Increased their self-esteem and confidence 

 ¨Developed a positive attitude towards reading 
 ¨Increased their time spent reading  
 ¨Increased their own home reading library  

 ¨Increased their reading and writing ability and academic performance 
 ¨Encouraged family reading time 

 ¨Increased their knowledge that reading is essential for all life success  

Over 50 READ volunteers 

visited the READ Office for this 

year's Fall Orientation Open 

House held on September 29 and 

30. Positive comments were 

received from those that attended 

that they liked the new format this 

year in lieu of a meeting setting.  

Many volunteers enjoyed and 

benefited from getting to talk to 

staff and educators one on one.  

We encourage you to visit our 

office or call us at any time 

during the year to assist you in 

any way with books or ideas to 

use with your students.   
 

Congratulations to our Open 

House raffle winners:   
 

Gail Stoddard  

Linda Mattson  

Liz Parks  

Carol Kraynak  

Chris Rovoll 

WELCOME   
New Volunteers 

Fall Orientation 

Open House 

Tricia Armstrong 
Michele Bell 
Debra Benjamin 
Rev. Roy Bishop Jr. 
Robert Boldt II 
Joyce Callahan 
Janet Camill 
Meredith  
    Champagne 
Arwanda Conner 
Alaina Conzelmann 
Pamela Dottery 
Susan Finkbeiner 
Erin Fong 
Becky Geidans 
Jasmine Glick 
Marge Greskowiak 
Ann Hetzner 
Nancy Iles 
Jason Jurek 
Danielle  
    Klaczkiewicz 
Bill Koski 

Matthew LaLonde 
Grant Leach 
Elaine Livingston 
Daniel Maldonado 
Alex Malocha 
Linda Mattson 
Cole McGregor 
Carolynn Miller 
Marjorie Morrison 
Ann Murphy 
Tracey Orr 
Dwayne Parker 
Melvin Price Jr. 
Janet Rasmussen 
Sylvia Reed 
Alice Schiesswohl 
Inez Tyson 
Nicholas Verity 
Ruth Weiss 
Rachel Welch 
Mark Welling 
Sean Wilkins 
Linda Windle 

YOU Made A Difference 
Below is a summary of evaluations received from the  

2014-2015 school year. Thank YOU for a successful year.  



 

Thursday, December 10th, 2015  

Time:  10 am - 8 pm  

Location:  Greenhouse Childrenés Books in The Antique Warehouse  
        1122 Tittabawassee Rd., near corner of N. Michigan  

Join us for the  
 

14th Annual  
 

READ Book Fair  
 

To benefit the READ Association  

of Saginaw County 

(ÏÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÒÅÅÎÈÏÕÓÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ "ÏÏËÓ 

Gift Basket Raffle   For each book purchased you will receive 
a raffle ticket for a chance to win a great  gift basket of books! 
 

Book Club Discount  Find your next Book Club read at the 
store and get a 20% group discount. Suggested titles include  
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr and The Goldfinch 
by Donna Tartt. 
 

10am-3pm Lunch Special at Memory Lane Café  
Buy a book and show your receipt to receive 10% off your lunch!  
Call ahead (752-0812) to have your lunch waiting for you. 
 

9am-Noon WSGW Live Remote with celebrities Art 
Lewis and Sue Smith, Listen to the Mrs. sponsored 

by Elder Law Attorney Carol M. Thomas   
 

       

ρπϷ  ÏÆ  ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄÓ  
will go to the READ Association 

 

Special Orders - ÁÄÕÌÔ ÏÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÂÏÏËÓ - are available  
for arrival before Christmas.  
 

Visiting Authors/Book Signings:  Noteworthy 
Michigan authors will be visiting and signing their books 
throughout the day:  Jayne M. Rose-Vallee (12- 8 pm), 
   Fred Reiff (5 pm - 8 pm), Valerie Walderzak and  
     Joan Ramm (6 pm - 8 pm), Roselynn Ederer and  
           John Cuthbertson (11am - 3pm).   

 

Greenhouse Books offers some of  
the latest  ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓȟ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ 
book  titles along with all -time favorites 
for holiday giving.  
 

The event will feature many books about 
our great State as well as books by our 
talented Michigan authors such as:  
 

¶ Dinosaurs Living in My Hair  

 by Jayne M. Rose-Vallee 

¶ A Wish to Be a Christmas Tree 

 by Colleen and Michael Glenn Monroe 

¶ Do Unto Otters 

 by Laurie Keller (Michigan Reads! 2015) 

¶ Sheep Go to Sleep 

 by Nancy Shaw 

¶ I Love Michigan - An ABC Adventure     

               by Sandra Magsamen 

¶ A is for America - An American Alphabet 
 by Devin Scillian 

¶ An A from Miss Keller 

               by Patricia Polacco  

¶ Z to A in the Great Lakes Bay  

               by  Maryann Czolgosz and Nancy Owens 
 

AND a large selection of educational toys, 
games, puppets, new 3D sticker  books  

by Melissa and Doug, infant musical and 
soft  character toys, tea sets and  puzzles -   

a perfect gift for every child!  
READ Office:  989-755-8402   www.READinSaginaw.org 
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I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County.     
 

      ÄÄ  General Donation          or             ÄÄ  READ Endowment  
   
                Amount Enclosed:    ÄÄ $25    ÄÄ $50     ÄÄ $100   ÄÄ $250    ÄÄ  Other $ __________  
 
Donor and/or Family Name(s): _____________________________________________   Phone ____________ 
                                (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged) 
 

Address ____________________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______    Zip ____________ 
 
Email  _____________________________________________ 
 
This Gift is made:   ÄÄ In Memory of     ÄÄ  In Honor of     ÄÄ  In Celebration of   ________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                  Person(s) / Family / Occasion 
 

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable):  Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______    Zip ____________ 
 
Make general contributions payable to READ Association. 
Make Endowment contributions payable to READ/SCF Endowment 
Mail all contributions to: READ Association,  
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 401, Saginaw, MI  48607 

  

 
 

 

A Season for Thanks and Giving  
 

This holiday season we ask you to share the gift of literacy with a contribution to the READ Association of 
Saginaw County. You can make a donation in your family name, or as a gift in honor of someone special.  All 
donations made on behalf of another person will receive a holiday acknowledgement card.  A donation to the 
READ Endowment administered by the Saginaw Community Foundation is a way to financially support our 
mission today and for many years to come.   

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƻ ǳǎŜ tŀȅtŀƭ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻƴŀǘŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǿǿǿΦw9!5ƛƴ{ŀƎƛƴŀǿΦƻǊƎ όŀǘ 
the bottom of our home page, or the top of the Support page);  or call our office to pay by card  (989) 755-8402.  

Usborne Book Fair 
Thank YOU to everyone who purchased 

books at our recent Book Fair held Oct 8 - 10 

at the Mid-Michigan Children's Museum or 

online.  Both the Mid-Michigan Children's 

Museum and READ received approximately 

$375 in books from the proceeds. Special 

thanks to Sonja Cissell, Independent 

Consultant with Usborne Books & More and 

the Mid-Michigan Children's Museum for 

being a wonderful partner and host for this 

event. Save the dates:  A spring Book Fair 

has been scheduled for March 30 and 31, 

2016 at the MMCM and will include a special 

$5 table. Look for more details in our next 

issue of READ...The News.   



____________________________________________________________________________________  December 2015 

Special thanks to the following individuals and organizations who have contributed to the READ 

Association during the period of August 26, 2015 through November 18, 2015. Thanks for Sharing! 
SPONSOR  A C HILD  
 

Judith E. Andersen 
Peter Bagley & Jackie Doig 
Tom & Judy Bear 
Carol L. Behme 
Mike & Kathy Bierlein 
Patricia F. Bierlein 
Peter & Ginny Brucker 
Sherry Burkhart  
    in memory of Thomas Burkhart 
Judge Terry L. Clark  
    in honor of Therese L. Moon    
    in honor of Margaret A. Wilken             
Connie L. Clements 
Mike & Teresa Colucci 
Karen Constan 
D.J. & Sherry Couture 
Lauren & Thomas Deisler 
Mary Ann Dupuis 
Dick & Diane Ederer 
Burt & Linda Fettig 
Ernest & Marjorie 
     Flegenheimer 
Lois Frederick 
Gary & Sandra Glaza 
Vera & Louis Hanisko 
Derrick & Beverly Harge 
Tom & Gail Hawley 
Mary Jane Heitkamp 
Doug & Marie Holem 
Greg & Kim Johnson 
Frank & Julie Keating 
James & Nancy Kelly 
Nancy Kleekamp 
Sharon Koberstein 
Carol Lechel 
Barbara Mahar Lincoln 
Tom & Brenda Mahar 
Jeff & Tina McCulloch 
John & Susan McIntyre 
Robert & Linda McNier 
 

 
Guy & Janice Merriam 
Fred & Cindy Morley 
Molly Ninan 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Nuckolls 
Walt & Janice O'Dell 
Therese-Marie Oeming 
William & Marsha Ostler 
Paragon Forensic Engineering/     
    Kim & Curt Egerer 
Dave & Lori Pendleton 
Marilyn Porras 
Paul & Sally Purcell 
Chris Radke 
Norm & Carl Reinke 
Bob & Jean Richardson 
Ellen Flegenheimer-Riggle  
    & Frank Riggle 
Francine Rifkin 
Lois M. Roggenbeck 
Kathy & Jack Rogers 
Stuart & Mary Rupke 
Jean & Randy Rupp 
Elinor & Harold Saunders 
Patricia Shaheen 
Sandra S. Slominski, CPA 
Sherrill L. Smith 
Herb & Kathy Spence 
Morrie & Julie Stevens 
Richard Stroebel 
Bob & Tish Stroebel 
Jim & Marie Stuart 
Diane Thebolt 
Thomas & Barbara Weadock 
Mort & Judy Weldy 
Carolyn Weirda 
Michael & Marcia Wolohan 
Bev Wright 
Yeo Family Foundation 
Sue Zelinko 
Brad & Sarah Ziegelmann  
    in honor of Trish Luplow 

Scan this QR code with a QR reader 
app on a smart phone to be linked 
directly to our website.  You can find 
out about volunteering, events or 
donate online. 

2015-2016  BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP  
 

 Novel Sponsor  

      Hemlock Semiconductor through the Dow Corning Foundation  
 

 Book Collection Sponsor  

      Garber Automotive  
      Glastender, Inc. 
      McDonald Auto GMC Cadillac 
      Wildfire Credit Union  
 

 Chronicle Sponsor  

      W.L. Case and Company 
      Chemical Bank 
      Consumers Energy 
      Tri-Star Trust Bank 

 

   Storyteller Sponsor  

      Absolute! Building Maintenance 
      AKT Peerless Environmental Services 
      Braun Kendrick 
      Deisler Funeral Home 
      Foulds & Co PC 
      Gardner, Provenzano, Thomas, & Luplow, PC 
      Mahar Tool Supply  Co., Inc. 
      Zehnder's of Frankenmuth, Inc. 
 

 Other  

      Kevin Bone, DDS 
      A.C. Coppolino Insurance Agency, Inc. 
      Wanigas Credit Union 
 

SPONSOR  A C ENTER  
 

Frank N. Andersen Foundation 
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation 
Allen E. and Marie A. Nickless Foundation 
Alice E. Turner Memorial Trust 
Wickson-Link Memorial Foundation 
 

GENERAL  CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Alpha Sigma Chapter/Alpha Delta Kappa 
Randy Armstrong 
Jerry & Carol Bates in memory of Jack Deisig 
Shirley Burgess 
Catholic Federal Credit Union 
Jim & Emilie Kanitz in memory or Mary Sowton 
Korean War Veterans Association Chapter 251 
Carol Lechel in memory of Ellen Trogan 
Janet Mazany 
Dennis Skellenger 
Judith O'Toole in memory of Ellen Trogan 
Elinor & Harold Saunders  
    in memory of John Dalton 
    in memory of Barbara Gardey 
Pat Stoppleworth in memory of Joan Fairchild 
Peggy Sutter 
 

 
 

 

ENDOWMENT  CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Nancy Cable 
Joseph & Carol DeFrancesco 
Mary Lou Ederer 
Roselynn Ederer 
Sylvia Reimus in memory of Kenneth "John" Reimus 
Harold & Elinor Saunders 
David and JoAnn Wohlfeil 
 
UNITED  W AY  DESIGNATED  FUNDS  
 

United Way of Southeastern Michigan donors 
United Way of Summit County donors 
United Way  of Midland County donors 
 
BOOKMARK  CAMPAIGN  
 

Kathy Colvin 



 

The READ Association of 

Saginaw County is a 501 (c)(3) 

non-profit organization whose 

mission is to help students      

improve their reading skills and 

discover the joy of reading. 

 

òThe question is not 

whether we can afford  

to invest in every child;  

it is whether we  

can afford not to.ó 
 

-  Marian Wright Edelman 

READ Association of Saginaw County 

100 S. Jefferson, Suite 401 

Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

Upcoming READ Events: 

 

Book Fair Hosted by Greenhouse Books: 
 

  Thursday, December 10th, 10 am - 8 pm  
 

Books for Breakfast at the Hunger Solution Center 
  Saturday,  March 5th, 2016   9 am - 11:30 am 

www.casefuneralhome.com                      (989)793-9700 

W. L. Case and Company  
Funeral Directors 

Four Locations Serving Saginaw County Since 1881 

4480 Mackinaw Road, Saginaw 
125 E. Saginaw Street, Merrill 

201 N. Miller Road, Saginaw 
5700 Dixie Hwy, Bridgeport 


