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READ

The News

From the Desk of the Director
About thirty-three years ago, I had the pleasure of trying
out my new teaching skills on my first few groups of
children as a teacher in Saginaw Public Schools. Looking
back, I sometimes wonder if students were learning
because of me or in spite of me in those early years as I
navigated new curriculum, classroom management, and

just plain learning the ropes of teaching. However, one thing that I didn’t
lack was a desire to build positive relationships with the students who
became the focus of my world. I was anxious to get to know who they
were, what they needed, and how to help them learn. Little did I know
that the connections made so many years ago would provide priceless
gifts to me in my future.
A little more than a year ago, I came in contact with a former student and
asked him if he remembered me as his second grade teacher. The
response he provided helped me to realize that seeds sown years ago
showered blessings over thirty years later. Here are some of the words
that were shared, “Do I remember you? Decades may have passed, but
not one single memory of you and the deposits you made into our class
and directly into me have ever faded or lost its impact. You showed me
what teaching was really about and the impact a complete stranger can
have on a little boy. The individual time you invested in me was so
special. You are a part of the reason I am who I am today! You are the
reason I work with youth and strive to ignite flames, just as you did with
me about 30 years ago. Thank you for being a spark in a dark world.
Thank you for being a calm to a little kid’s storm. Thank you for just
trying and doing! Do I remember you? The answer is I could never forget
you!”
As you can imagine, these words were humbling and touched my heart
deeply, yet it took over 30 years to actually find out the true impact of
investing extra time into my students. In addition, I have had the
opportunity to see many other former students as adults to thank them
years later for the impression they made on my life...because the impact
works both ways.

Unfortunately, we don't always have the opportunity to reconnect with
people who have made a difference in our lives or hear how we may
have helped others, but it doesn’t make the influence any less
meaningful.
Do you want to make a difference for a child by serving as a positive
influence in their lives? Do you want to be part of the solution to assist
students who may need extra help with their reading skills? Do you want
to provide a foundation for a child that will change the course of their
future? Do you want to be part of the reason that a child feels better
about themselves and continues to try because of your encouragement?
Do you want to bring a smile to a future adult’s face when they have a
memory of the time you spent with them as a child?
If any of these scenarios are met with even a faint “yes”, please consider
volunteering with the READ Association. We have the honor and
privilege of being able to connect you with children who need your help.
Whether through mentoring or selecting just the right book for children
to read, your actions directly affect children’s futures and places them
one step closer to personal achievement. Your support of READ also
allows us to continue our work to help students increase their reading
skills and discover the joy of reading.
As you consider the impact that you can have on others, take a moment
during these days of thankfulness to reach back in time to a person who
impacted your life and let them know. Help them to see that their efforts
were met with appreciation and gratitude. Believe me, those words
could be life-changing by highlighting something they may have never
known they accomplished. Maybe the best thanks that can be given is by
paying it forward and helping someone else. Give us a call today…we
would love to be part of your story.
Thankful for each of you,
Cynthia A. Pape
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Welcome!

We would like to welcome Karen Weis back
to the READ family as the Raising Readers
Academy Coordinator. Karen came on
board when RRA first began and plans to
make a positive impact in Saginaw County
by connecting with families to support
literacy practices in their homes. Karen
shares, “I believe in READ’s purpose and
goals which build up Saginaw by
developing our children. Solid READing
skills are basic for every child’s formation
and self-esteem.”

Thank you!

Valley Lutheran High School students spent their Service Day at the READ
Association labeling envelopes, cleaning book covers, and carefully selecting and
packaging hundreds of books for the READ Book Delivery Program! Thank you so
much for helping to get books in children’s hands!
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kweis@readsaginaw.org
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Office Support

Office
100 S. Jefferson, Suite 203
Saginaw, Michigan 48607
Phone: (989) 755-8402
Fax: (989) 755-8404
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Hours: T, W, Th. 9am-3pm
or by appointment
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County is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
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reading skills and discover the joy
of reading.
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Many thanks to the Saginaw County Young
Professionals Network -YPN for donating
proceeds from their Halloween Charity
Bash along with book donations from
attendees for the READ Book Delivery
Program!

Volunteer!

Opportunities Available For Fall 2021

Mentor Programs
The READ Mentor Program started on the digital
platform in early October. Both new and returning
mentors have come on board to help students with
reading while online for 30 minutes per week. There are
still more children than mentors so we are still looking
for those who would find it convenient to Zoom in to
meet with a child for one half hour per week between
3:00pm-7:30pm. Training is provided online which
provides digital mentor resources and ideas for how to
make your session a success.
The in-person READ Mentor Program is gradually
starting as schools are preparing for mentors to visit
their buildings to help their children. Some schools are
ready and others are choosing to start at a later date.
Mentors will either be called by phone or contacted by
email to confirm availability. If you are ready to start,
please contact the READ Office and we will either share
the status of your school or find an available school that
works with your schedule. Please feel free to call the
READ
Office
at
989-755-8402
or
email
cpape@readsaginaw.org for updates.

READ Book Delivery
Program
Families in Saginaw County had the opportunity to sign
up for the READ Book Delivery Program in September
to bring in the school year with new books to read at
home! Children received a mixture of 2-3 new and used
books based on their grade level and interests. This
time around provided 2,518 books to over 1,000 children
to encourage and practice reading!
This program only works because of our committed
volunteers, book donations, and generous financial
donations. The READ Association is thankful for those
who have dedicated their time to bring high-interest
books into children’s homes by either selecting,
delivering, or both! Thank you for spreading the love of
reading throughout Saginaw County. Let us know if you
would like to be a volunteer by calling the READ Office.

Fall 2021

SPOTLIGHT ON PROGRAMS
Raising Readers Academy
Who would think that playing games would help your child with
reading? Raising Readers Academy helps parents find ways to use
daily routines and activities to help encourage reading in an enjoyable
and interactive way. When families attend each week, they receive a
meal from a local restaurant, books to add to their home library,
support from certified teachers and other parents, and literacy
activities that they can continue in their own home. This fall, sessions
are being held at Sherwood Elementary School, the CAN Council of
the GLBR, and one session on Zoom. The READ Association looks
forward to working with additional community partners to reach as
many families as possible.
This family literacy program is primarily made possible through
funding from the United Way of Saginaw County as well as
Frankenmuth Credit Union Foundation in our Communities. We are
very thankful for their continued support to help the children of
Saginaw County.

Coming in December!
Alexa’s Online Book Fair with Cards for Causes
The READ Association is pleased to announce our new
partnership with Alexa’s Book Nook who will be hosting an
online book fair from December 6 – 10. In addition to ordering
from the wide range book selection available online for families
to purchase for their own homes, “Cards for a Cause” will also be
available.
Supporters can purchase handcrafted greeting card packs for
$30 that contain beautifully embellished cards with coordinating
envelopes, packed in a gorgeous keepsake box. These are perfect
to keep on hand for any occasion. READ will receive over 40% of
the profits from these boxes to get brand new books for the
Mentor Library as well as well as distribute through the READ
Book Delivery Program. All sales will benefit READ and will be
shipped directly to each family’s home for convenient delivery.
Alexa’s Book Fair will be highlighted through Facebook in early
December but you can also visit her website directly at
www.alexasbooknook.com to preview and place an order. Be
sure that your order is placed under the READ Association’s
Book Fair for READ to benefit from the purchase.
For current updates and program photos, follow READ on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook: facebook.com/READinSaginaw
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Thanks for Giving
MARCH CAMPAIGN
Pamela R. Galloway
Tom Lynes
Charles M. Stuart
GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Angela and Thomas Barris in memory of
JoAnn Mueller
Boehler’s Greenhouse
Barbara A. Doran in memory of
Maurice D. Lovay
Patricia Evans
Mable Freeman
Kris Fuller in celebration of
Robert Burditt’s 90th birthday
Tom & Kathy Godwin
Nancy Heffel
Judy Hillman in celebration of
the students of Stone School
Judy Jackson
Jim & Sue Kessler in memory of
Don Retcher
Kiwanis Club of Saginaw in celebration of
all READ does for the community
Pam Koski in memory of
Louis Scheuerlein
Guy & Jan Merriam in memory of
Steve Greziak
Patrick McCall
Mary McGregor in celebration of
Patrick Race’s 80th birthday
Rose McMillan
John & Lou Ellen Mertz in memory of
Michel R. Hurtubise, M.D.
Sylvia Reed
Sylvia Reimus in memory of
Ken Light & Ken Reimus
Joseph Rousseau
Thomas Schmidt in memory of
Marcia Schmidt
Sherrill Smith
Pam Snarey in celebration of
Sheryl Courbier
Stella Thelen
The Vincent Family for READ’s continued
efforts in making a difference in the
lives of children in Saginaw
Dave & JoAnn Wohlfeil

READ Donors June thru August 2021

BOOK DONATIONS
Kim Aspen
James Bailey and Hemmeter Elementary School
Bob Boldt
Ginny Butler
Mike Colucci
Dianne Dalton and Willie E. Thompson Middle School
Lindsay Eggers
Troy Fisher & Rachel VanZandt
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and
Early Childhood Center
The Haraga Family
Trisha Knezek
Andrea Muladore
Nouvel Catholic Central Elementary School
Melanie Olk
Helen Raica-Klotz
Stephanie Reinhardt
Kathy Schanz
Jillian Sherman
Theresa Smith
Donna Trapp
Kathy Woods Booth
IN KIND
Central Property Development
Gardey Financial
Network Service Group
NetSource One
END OF THE YEAR
Susan & John McIntyre
OTHER GRANTS
Saginaw Leadership Cares Fund
City of Saginaw Arts & Enrichment Commission
Frankenmuth Credit Union Foundation
for Our Communities
BOOKS FOR BREAKFAST POSTER CONTEST
Jolt Credit Union
ENDOWMENT
Carol Lechel in celebration of
Tom & Lori Deisler’s
40th wedding anniversary

Fall 2021

Summer Time Fun
Community Events

The summer was filled with many opportunities to share our programs,
give away free books, and interact with community. The READ Association
spent time encouraging summer reading for all ages at “Light Up the City”
events sponsored by Consumers Power and the United Way of Saginaw
County; “Party on McCarty” events at the Saginaw Township Soccer
Complex; White Pine’s “Summer Reading Bash”; MDHHS “Back to School”
event at New Life Baptist Church; Saginaw Children’s Zoo; and Open House
at Sherwood Elementary. We appreciate working with our local partners to
bring resources to the members of our community…especially when it
includes a good book!

DEAR at the Zoo!
While the 19th Annual DEAR at the Zoo was delayed until August due to COVID, we
just couldn’t let another year go by without bringing our community partners,
books, and fun to the Saginaw Children’s Zoo! Hundreds of families enjoyed
storytelling, puppet shows, photo booth fun, music, free books, literacy activities,
and all the rest of the fun that comes with the zoo!
We are very grateful for the community partners that helped to make the day a
success, including The Learning Wheel; Saginaw Public School District Birth thru
Five and PreK; Public Libraries of Saginaw; Saginaw Intermediate School District,
Literacy League; Michigan Learning Channel; The Castle Museum of Saginaw County
History; Wildfire Credit Union; Bethlehem Lutheran Schools and PreK; Children’s
Grief Center of the GLBR; CAN Council of the GLBR; Cherina Johnson – local author;
PhotoPros Photo Booth; Mid-Michigan’s Children’s Museum; Alexa’s Book Nook;
and, music by Dan Stauffer.
READ is also very thankful for the following sponsors of DEAR at the Zoo who made
the event possible: Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation, Saginaw Celebrates Summer
sponsored in part by Hemlock Semiconductor, Thrivent, and Ascension-St. Mary's.

page 6

Community Book Drives and Donations
The READ Association received hundreds of
books from the community through featured
Book Drives and Donations hosted by the
Saginaw Spirit through the “Pucks & Pages
Book Drive”; Nouvel Elementary School;
Deisler Funeral Home; and many individuals.
These books are used to supplement the
READ Book Delivery Program as well as
provide opportunities to share them with
children in Saginaw County through local
events.
Thank you to our community partners who
reached out to others to give books to our
organization. Making books accessible brings
reading success one step closer! If you are
interested
in
donating
gently-used,
children’s books, please call the READ Office
at 989-755-8402.

FOR THE LOVE OF READING...SUPPORT READ
I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County.
Amount Enclosed: __$25 __ $50 __ $100 __$250 __Other $ __________
Donor Name(s): _________________________________________________ Phone _____________________
(Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged)

Address ________________________________ City ___________________ State ______ Zip ___________
Email _____________________________________________
This Gift is made: __ In Memory of

__ In Honor of

__ In Celebration of ______________________________
Person(s) / Family / Occasion

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable): Name(s):_______________________________________________
Address ___________________________________ City ___________________ State ______ Zip__________
Make general contributions payable to READ Association.
Mail all contributions to: READ Association,
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 203, Saginaw, MI 48607
You can make your donation using a credit card. To use PayPal click the “Donate” button on www.READinSaginaw.org
(at the bottom of our home page, or the top of the Support page); or call our office to pay by card (989) 755-8402.

Fall 2021

READ Association of Saginaw County
100 S. Jefferson, Suite 203
Saginaw, MI 48607

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
We must find
time to stop
and thank the
people who
make a
difference in
our lives.

-John F.

Kennedy

READ Literacy Mentor Program and
Raising Readers Academy are
funded in part by the United Way
of Saginaw County.

