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From the Desk 

of the 

Director  
   

 Our family sadly 
said goodbye to our 

precious Tiffany this summer.  She came 
to us as a puppy from  
Saginaw Animal Control over 12 years 
ago and we walked many paths together, 
physically and emotionally. She 
faithfully greeted us with excitement 
every single day, stayed nearby when 
sick or weary, understood the daily 
routine, offered unconditional love, and 
looked at me with eyes that understood 
everything I was thinking and feeling. 
Dogs are a very special breed who fill 
our heart on a daily basis, but leave it 
broken when they leave us. 
Because such a deep hole was left in 

our hearts, we couldnôt let summer end 
without trying to relieve some of that 
emptiness. In Tiffanyôs honor, we sought 
out another rescue puppy, named 
Winnie.  She is full of energy, happy-go-
lucky, and learning some good things 
and not so good things.  She brings 
smiles to our faces with all of her 
whimsical behaviors, needs to be 
constantly monitored, and while she 
meets our eyes she is quick to run off to 
something new. Although I adore her, 
we have yet to learn each otherôs 
personality and grow together in a way 
that only time and patience can bring. 
Having taught for 30 years, Winnie 

reminds me of students returning to 
school. Routines need to be established, 
boundaries are tested, attention spans are 
shorter, and bonds have yet to be made 
at the beginning of the school year.  It 
feels like it will take forever to build 
those mentoring relationships from the 
previous year and for procedures to 
become standard. But there is also a 
level of excitement for fresh learning, 
meeting new children, and gradually 
moving into those comfortable routines 
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and glances of understanding. As the 
year progresses, some of those same 
deep bonds with your students will 
naturally occur and growth will show 
itself once again. 
As another school year begins, I would 

like to take the opportunity to thank those 
of you who have been able to work side-
by-side with the children of Saginaw 
County, whether you have been involved 
for many years or last year was your first. 
Research shows that not only do reading 
skills increase during mentoring time but 
children also demonstrate increased 
aspirations for their future because of it.  
Making connections from reading to 
positive life options can serve as a very 
productive motivator for children to not 
only enjoy reading, but appreciate the 
need to read to reach lifelong goals. Just 
imagine thatéyou play an important role 
in that whole process. 
If you have not had an opportunity to 

volunteer, I invite you to consider the 
possibility. Our programs run at 
numerous sites across the county with 
positions varying from mentoring, 
helping with our READing STARS 
Program, working with children in 
Raising Readers Academy, or serving as a 
Site Coordinator at one of our new 
locations. Opportunities range from 
morning, lunch, afternoon, after-school, 
and evening hours to make a difference in 
a childôs daily and future life. I welcome 
your inquiries and would be happy to 
answer any questions, as training is 
provided for every role. 
After all, as much as we love what 

weôre used to, we grow larger hearts and 
have an even greater impact when we step 
out to try something new. 
Welcome back to school,   
 

Cynthia Pape 
President/Director 
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 Miss Michigan Supports READ through Platform 

On June 15th, one of our Raising Readers Academy instructors, Mallory Rivard, 
was crowned Miss Michigan after serving as Miss Great Lakes Bay!  Mallory is a 
first-grade teacher in Bay City and has chosen literacy as her platform, reminding 
students to Read to Succeed as she promotes the importance of reading at events 
throughout Michigan.  
Recently, Mallory paired up with READ at DEAR at the Zoo to read books and 
sign autographs for the attendees.  She was also ensuring that patrons at the Party 
on McCarty Country Night retrieved a book from the READ table before receiving 
one of her Read to Succeed wristbands. 
Also, during the summer months, she 
was an instructor at three locations for 
Raising Readers Academy. Thanks, 
Mallory, for the support you have given 
to READ! 
Be sure to watch the Miss America 
pageant on December 19th on NBC.     

  Raising Readers Academy held family literacy 

sessions at three locations this summer to help curb the 

summer slide of reading skills. The Underground 

Railroad, East Side Soup Kitchen, and SVRC Marketplace 

all served as sites for parents/guardians to learn with their 

children by working on techniques to make reading fun 

and meaningful in their own homes. 

Starting in September, families will have the 

opportunity to enjoy an evening out once per week in 

Raising Readers Academyôs 12-week sessions, held at the 

CAN Council of the Great Lakes Bay, SVRC Marketplace 

and Hoyt Public Library.  All classes are free of charge 

and offer a delicious meal prepared by local vendors; 

parent sessions focusing on helping children with reading 

skills; family literacy activities that align with school 

expectations; and 

field trips to 

interact with the 

community. 

  Please see the 

flyer in this 

newsletter for 

further 

information or 

call the READ 

Office at 989-755

-8402.  

Volunteers Needed 

¢ƘŜ w9!5 !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΥ   
 

мύ w9!5 aŜƴǘƻǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎΤ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǝƳŜ 
ŦǊŀƳŜΦ 

нύ w9!5ƛƴƎ {¢!w{Υ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎΤ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ŦǊƻƳ 
фΥпрŀƳ ς ммΥмрŀƳΦ 

оύ  wŀƛǎƛƴƎ wŜŀŘŜǊǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΥ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΤ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ мΦр ƘƻǳǊǎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ŦǊƻƳ 
пΥллǇƳ-рΥолǇƳΣ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ƻǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΣ 
ƻǊ пΥолǇƳ-сΥллǇƳ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎΦ 

 

 

 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ 

Raising Readers Academy 

Summer Sessions 



 

Donõt miss the Fall Open House at the READ Associationõs new office. Come 

greet Kathy as the òKathy Rogers Conference Roomó is dedicated in her name. 
Check out the variety of resources available for mentoring in the òRev. Lakey 

Lending Library,ó and have a snack while catching up with fellow mentors. 
 

At each half hour mark, program updates and strategies will be shared with 
volunteers.  Topics will include the following: new surveys, fluency assessments, 

and career-focused conversations while mentoring students. 
 

Hope to see you there!  
 

 

ϝLŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƭŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ  9ƴǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻƴ WŜũŜǊǎƻƴ !ǾŜΦ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǝōǳƭŜΦ tǊŜǎǎ 
άнέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅǇŀŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ άw9!5 !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣέ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōŜƭƭ ōǳǧƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǳȊȊŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊΣ ƻǳǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊΦ  

Fall Orientation 
Open House 

 

 

For All Returning Mentors 
 

Tuesday, September 24 
12:00pm- 2:00pm 

  

OR 
  

Wednesday, September 25 
4:00pm - 6:00pm 

 

at the READ Office* 
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 203 

   

Street parking available, as well as limited parking 
   in the Jefferson One parking lot off of Genesee. 



We would also like to thank our dedicated volunteers and our sponsors 
of the event: Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation, Saginaw Celebrates 
Summer sponsored by Hemlock Semiconductor Group, Thrivent, and our 
Business Novel sponsors, Erie Custom Signs and Means Industries. 

Ascension-St. Maryôs; 
Barnes & Noble, Saginaw 
Bethlehem Lutheran  
   Church & School 
Boy Scout Troop #34 
CAN Council Great Lakes  
   Bay Region  
Castle Museum 
Covenant HealthCare Foundation's  
   Reach Out and Read Program 
Mid-Michigan Children's Museum 
PhotoProôs Photo Booth 
Public Libraries of Saginaw 
Saginaw Childrenôs Zoo 
Saginaw Community Foundationôs  
  FORCE Youth Advisory Committee 
 

Saginaw Intermediate  
   School District 
Saginaw Public Schools Birth ï Five  
   and Pre-Kindergarten Programs 
St. John Lutheran School ï Amelith 
Miss Michigan, Mallory Rivard 
 

Benson's Adventures authors: 
  Tracy Foster and  
   Shannon Cooper-Toma 
Local authors:  
Colleen Coffey 
SaôVeya Jackson 
Jayda & Devonya Brown 
Trashina Connor 
 

Music by Leo & Merry Feith 
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The 18th Annual D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read) at the Zoo 
event was held on Wednesday, June 19, 2019, at the Saginaw Childrenôs 
Zoo with 1,163 in children and adults in attendance.  Author avenue, 
storytelling, hat-making, and reading games were just a few of the 
activities enjoyed by many happy families throughout the day.  Over 
twenty vendors and authors lined the path of the zoo for a reading 
adventure that provided literacy activities, author autographs, photo 
booth fun, coloring, and free books for every child to read over the 
summer.  Bright smiles on familyôs faces filled the zoo as they travelled 
to each station to find their favorite Michigan travel destination, learn 
about Saginaw history, and even meet Miss Michigan. 
Featured Michigan authors, Tracy Foster and Shannon Cooper-Toma, 

shared their stories of Bensonôs Adventures in Michigan, highlighting 
the treasured destinations of our beautiful state as well as promoting the 
Public Libraries of Saginawôs Activity Pass for families to receive 

discounts on state-wide tourist attractions.  Traveling provides exposure, 
experience, connections, and enriched vocabulary which increases 
reading skills. 

The event was successful because of the following community 
partners who provided literacy stations throughout the zoo:  

Site Coordinator Meetings 
  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ƛǘŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ w9!5 hŶŎŜ ƻƴ 
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мсǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ мнΥллǇƳ-мΥллǇƳ ƻǊ пΥллǇƳ-рΥллǇƳΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎΣ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ 
ƻũ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΗ  
¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ w9!5 {ƛǘŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎ ƻƴƭȅΣ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ όaŜƴǘƻǊǎ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Cŀƭƭ hǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜΦ {ŜŜ ƅȅŜǊ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оΦύ 

https://www.facebook.com/BarnesandNobleSaginaw/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCwEcYC-DpsU0tCpP8YQ-e6TIlft0LKlW9K_oItp28kbNIEc3IewrCI0EM027eZg4L2IZBNVOOkV8E0&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAkLehXcP71PDof5ikf5klcRDsZdc09PZ7NwZjvKs-Go0nJWIRQHEdC8Lgs9vu_srEV4H_7ZrK0GlRoY40
https://www.facebook.com/bethlehemsaginaw/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA970q8wGeM24X3jkorJnFX9hzMubU9J4_1-in75jtMcIxrB7zZ2YsFaCyzHhPxhDdAkUjb0QbrZuPZ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAkLehXcP71PDof5ikf5klcRDsZdc09PZ7NwZjvKs-Go0nJWIRQHEdC8Lgs9vu_srEV4H_7ZrK0GlRoY40qT2RX
https://www.facebook.com/bethlehemsaginaw/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARA970q8wGeM24X3jkorJnFX9hzMubU9J4_1-in75jtMcIxrB7zZ2YsFaCyzHhPxhDdAkUjb0QbrZuPZ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAkLehXcP71PDof5ikf5klcRDsZdc09PZ7NwZjvKs-Go0nJWIRQHEdC8Lgs9vu_srEV4H_7ZrK0GlRoY40qT2RX
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Castle-Museum/108192759208235?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB5Z_anMAsimq3cwjXlnhlmxD1rZb4OdsDY_j-JWBgIDY1NFBq328yfKt2p6wUytQgxWC2sHAMX9LVX&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAkLehXcP71PDof5ikf5klcRDsZdc09PZ7NwZjvKs-Go0nJWIRQHEdC8Lgs9vu_srEV4H
https://www.facebook.com/MiChildrensMuseum/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB2hCr8eV-T05hqEszPVLMKCvzr60BPA3-iXTELwGe6V-9c86K_BytawaGhIuKhXsIqaooQVMnriqtH&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAkLehXcP71PDof5ikf5klcRDsZdc09PZ7NwZjvKs-Go0nJWIRQHEdC8Lgs9vu_srEV4H_7ZrK0GlRoY40qT2R
https://www.facebook.com/BensonsAdventures/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAV3uggb2IWeIKf8Dm7Hbr4xzX_IYco3avnb1dqsPLOtXhvkzguHKRXrABYUYH6965B1NhCG_kwx0Qd&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAkLehXcP71PDof5ikf5klcRDsZdc09PZ7NwZjvKs-Go0nJWIRQHEdC8Lgs9vu_srEV4H_7ZrK0GlRoY40qT2R

