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From the Desk 

of the Director  
   

  Early in February 
the READ Board and 
Staff met together in 
a Strategic Planning 
meeting to decide on 
focus areas for 
READ for the next 
few years. We chose 
goals to impact the 

children and literacy in our 
community. The day after our strategic 
plan we experienced a tragedy in the 
READ office that is, to say the least, 
very difficult. For our organization 
with a small staff of one full-time and 
two part-time employees, our hearts 
were broken.  The READ program, 
though,  has continued on, as each of 
our dedicated mentors at our school 
and library sites have continued to 
serve and encourage the children in 
our program.  
We would like to share with you 

portions of a moving message from 
Matt Rogers, the son of Kathy Rogers, 
READ's Literacy Support Specialist.  
Matt shared this message with the 
community in a press conference one 
week after Kathy was assaulted: 
"After being a first grade teacher in 

Bridgeport for over 30 years, (Kathy) 
retired and has volunteered and 
worked with the READ Association 
since 2009 and has always felt 
passionate about its mission to 
improve literacyé my mom cares 
deeply for the children and their 
families that she has been able to serve 
in the Saginaw community. It would 
sadden her if this violenté crime done 
by one individual, was to mare a 
community and the amazing people 
who live and work in it. As we move 
forward, many of you have asked how 
you can help.  
First...Thank you for praying--please 
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continue to do so as we have a long path 
to my motherôs physical and emotional 
recovery and my entire familyôs healing. 
We do ask for privacy, but know that my 
mom and our entire family feel your 
prayers and concerns. 
Second, I believe my mom would 

want us to reflect and ask how we can 
increase our volunteering, activism, and 
general care for the community. What if, 
in response to this crime, we act in ways 
that bring healing to the community? 
What if we pray for the community and 
the police é What if we take small 
actions of positive change to influence 
and improve the community?" 
Matt continued and also gave a 

message on forgiveness at First 
Presbyterian Church that evening. We 
are amazed and humbled by the family's 
strength and are glad to share that 
Kathy is making good progress in her 
recovery, though her road is still long.  

 
 

SAVE THE DATES: 

  

Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner  

 

 ¢éĥėěÕÁķΣ aŀȅ мтǘƘ 
рΥол ǇƳ - т ǇƳ 

  

!ǘ ǘƘŜ IŜƭƭŜƴƛŎ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  
LƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ϧ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΦ 

 

 

  5Φ9Φ!ΦwΦ  
  ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ  

WǳƴŜ нлǘƘ 
мл ŀƳ - о ǇƳ 

Continued on page 4 
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  Many smiles have been seen 

at Hoyt Nursing Home lately 

when the fifth grade 

"READing STARS" from 

Stone Elementary School 

share their favorite books with 

the residents of Hoyt Nursing 

Home. Students visit Hoyt 

twice per month to read, 

interact, and connect with 

another generation. This new 

pilot program is sponsored by 

the READ Association and STARS (Saginaw Transit Authority 

Regional Services), who provide in-kind transportation. Great things 

happen when community partners come together!  
 

     

  Swan Valley High School students 

spend their time after school each 

week mentoring children at Shields 

Elementary. It's clear that both high 

school and elementary students not 

only enjoy their books, but the bonds 

they are building between them. What 

a great way for older students to give 

back to younger students in their own 

district! The READ Association 

welcomes High School students as 

mentors. 

Spotlight on READ Centers 

 

Come check out a large selection 

of quality books for all ages, 

and the $5 book table!  

Or, shop online at: 
www.bookswithsonja.com 

 

Click on SHOP and then on READ 
& Mid-Michigan Childrenõs 
Museum to support childrenõs 
literacy. For every $10 spent, 
READ and the Mid-Michigan 
Childrenõs Museum will receive 
$5 back!  

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 
aŀǊŎƘ нпǘƘ  млŀƳ--пǇƳΣ  
aŀǊŎƘ нрǘƘ  мнǇƳ--пǇƳ 
aŀǊŎƘ нтǘƘ ммŀƳ--пǇƳ 

 

aƛŘ-aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ 
омр ²Ŝǎǘ DŜƴŜǎŜŜ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ {ŀƎƛƴŀǿ 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ нлмс-нлмт 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘŜǎǘ ŘŀǘŀΣ от҈ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ŀƎƛƴŀǿ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǇǊƻŬŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ нр҈ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǇŀǊǝŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻŬŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ оу҈ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻŬŎƛŜƴǘΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ¢ƘƛǊŘ 
DǊŀŘŜ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ [ŀǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƻŜǎ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŜũŜŎǘ ƛƴ нлмф-нлнлΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 
тлл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ 
ōŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ   
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ŀƎƛƴŀǿ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΧōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ 
ōȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƴǘƻǊΗ  

Saginaw County    

      Reading Scores 

Mentor Tips 
Encourage a childôs interest in reading by: 
 

1.  Talking about the book before reading to build interest.   

2.   Predicting what the story might be about by looking at the 

pictures before reading.   

3. Applauding your reader for trying the first sound of an 

unknown word before offering assistance. 

4. Asking your reader what they think will happen next or 

what they would do if they were a character in the story. 

5. Reading aloud to your student to help improve 

listening comprehension.  

6.   Reminding your child to read at home. 

Sharing the Love of Reading  
 Across Generations 

READing STARS 

SHIELDS ELEMENTARY 



- 
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   ! ƘǳƎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ {ƘŜƭǘƻƴ ƻŦ ½ŜƘƴŘŜǊϥǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ w9!5 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ {ƴƻǿŦŜǎǘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎΗ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǘƘŀƴƪ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ tŜǇǎƛ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ¢ƛƎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 
ǇǊƛȊŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀƉŜŘ ƻũ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ŘƻƴƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ оот 
ōƻƻƪǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ {ŀƎƛƴŀǿ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  

Lκ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w9!5 !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŀƎƛƴŀǿ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ     
 

!Ƴƻǳƴǘ 9ƴŎƭƻǎŜŘΥ    Ä Ϸнр    Ä Ϸрл     Ä Ϸмлл   Ä Ϸнрл    Ä  hǘƘŜǊ Ϸ ψψψψψψψψψψ  
 

  
5ƻƴƻǊ bŀƳŜόǎύΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ   tƘƻƴŜ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
                           όtƭŜŀǎŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƴŀƳŜόǎύ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘύ 
 
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ /ƛǘȅ   ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  {ǘŀǘŜ ψψψψψψ    ½ƛǇ ψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
9Ƴŀƛƭ  ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ DƛƊ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜΥ   Ä Lƴ aŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ     Ä  Lƴ IƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ     Ä  Lƴ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ   ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

                                                                                                                                                                  tŜǊǎƻƴόǎύ κ CŀƳƛƭȅ κ hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ 
 

{ŜƴŘ DƛƊ !ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ όƛŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΥ  bŀƳŜόǎύΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ /ƛǘȅ   ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  {ǘŀǘŜ ψψψψψψ    ½ƛǇ ψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
aŀƪŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ w9!5 !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΦ 
aŀƛƭ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻΥ w9!5 !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ  
млл {Φ WŜũŜǊǎƻƴ !ǾŜΦΣ {ǳƛǘŜ плмΣ {ŀƎƛƴŀǿΣ aL  пуслт 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƻ ǳǎŜ tŀȅtŀƭ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻƴŀǘŜέ ōǳǧƻƴ ƻƴ ǿǿǿΦw9!5ƛƴ{ŀƎƛƴŀǿΦƻǊƎ όŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻǧƻƳ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇŀƎŜύΤ  ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƻŶŎŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ōȅ ŎŀǊŘ  όфуфύ трр-уплнΦ  

Celebrate Your Love of ReadingÚSupport READ 

 WELCOME  New Mentors 

Peggy Bistolarides 
Kitty Blehm 
Jackie Boettcher 
Joan Clement 
Jordon Foster 

Monique Gilbert 
Dan Groom 
Lori Halase 
Bob Hastings 
Barbara Hoffman 

Brian Jackson 
Judy Jackson 
Lynn Kauer 
William Lipscomb 
David Myers 

MaryAnn Parker 
Mark Pirtle 
Alice Siler 
Kimberly Wright 
JaneAnn Zummer 

Zehnderõs Snowfest Benefits READ 
We, as READ Staff and Board, 
are also strengthened in our 
resolve to do good in our 
community. Saginaw County has 
been through many difficult events 
throughout its years, and we will 
continue to work toward a strong, 
healthy, literate community.  As 
many of you know, READ was 
started in 1966 in the wake of a 
tragedy. Community members 
banded together to make a 
difference in the lives of young 
people. Today we feel the strength 
of this Saginaw community.  
READ will continue to make a 
difference in the lives of children 
through the strength and 
dedication of our volunteers. We 
thank each of you for the good you 
do in the community by 
supporting READ and helping to 
create a brighter future for 
Saginaw, now and for generations 
to come. 

 

 Cynthia Pape    &    Sara Larsen 
    Director        Assistant Director 

From the Desk...  
(Continued from pg. 1) 


