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From the Desk 

of the Interim 

Director  
   

   What an exciting 

time for READ!  

After 16 plus years 

at the helm of this 

w o n d e r f u l 

organization, Carol 

Lechel has, as she puts it, ñturned 

the page in this chapter of my book 

of life.ò We wish her only the very 

best in retirement as a new chapter 

unfolds.  Before you know it our 

new READ President, Cynthia Pape, 

will have fulfilled her duties with 

Saginaw Public Schools and be ñon 

boardò providing outstanding 

leadership to READ as we transition 

into the next 50 years of service to 

our community. 

In the intervening six months it is 

my pleasure to serve as Interim 

President. So let me introduce a little 

about myself to those who donôt 

know me.  For 35 years I taught in a 

variety of early elementary grades 

for Saginaw Public Schools.  In 

total, I was on the staff in 8 different 

buildings. My last teaching 

placement (before becoming 

Principal) was at Kempton 

Elementary where I was a Reading 

Recovery Specialist. Of all my years 

in teaching, the most satisfying duty 

was having the opportunity to work 

one-on-one with students and assist 

in bringing their reading levels up to 

grade level. 

Just as I did during my teaching 

years, each of you as mentors and 
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donors play a vital role in sharing the 

joy of reading with children. You may 

not always think you are making a 

difference, but you are and we are so 

very grateful to you for the time, efforts 

and donations you commit to this 

important work. 

The start of a new year is a time 

for new beginnings, for resolutions, 

for turning the page on old habits.  

OKé go ahead and exercise more, 

eat less, get more sleep, write more 

óthank youô letters, be patient, listen 

moreé the list goes on and on.  But 

in the process of deciding what to do, 

resolve to continue to make a 

difference in a childôs life.  Keep the 

mission of READ alive. Mentor and 

find a friend to mentor as well. You 

will be glad you did. 

Jan Merriam 

 Interim Director 

READ...The News 
               Sharing the Joy of Reading for 50 years 

SAVE THE DATES: 

  

Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner 

 Tuesday, May 16th 
5:30 pm - 7 pm 

  

At the Hellenic Banquet Center.  
Invitations & detailed mailing in April. 

  

              D.E.A.R.  
  at the Zoo 

Wednesday,  

June 21 
10 am - 3 pm 
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 Mentoring Moments 

This year's READ Book Fair brought 
lots of avid readers and shoppers out on 
a snowy night to enjoy looking through 
many new titles for all ages of readers. 
We are so grateful to Irene Kolleth, 
owner of Greenhouse Children's Books,  
for her support of the 15th Annual READ 
Book Fair. Thanks to Irene, our volunteer 
lending library continues to grow with 
popular and new book titles for children 
to enjoy. During the Book Fair the two 
winners of the  "Book Baskets," Patty 
Reynolds and Carol Younes, were 
announced. Thank you Patty, Carol and 
all other READ friends for your continued 
support of the READ mission in helping 
children to discover the joy of reading.  

 

 Thank You Greenhouse Books READ Book 

Fair Supporters & Raffle Basket Winners  

Come check out a large selection 

of quality books for all ages, 

and the $5 book table!  

Or, shop online at: 
www.bookswithsonja.com 

 

Click on SHOP and then on READ 
& Mid-Michigan Childrenõs 
Museum to support childrenõs 
literacy. For every $10 spent, 
READ and the Mid-Michigan 
Childrenõs Museum will receive 
$5 back!  

Thurs. - Sat.,   

March 30th  12noon--4pm,  

March 31st  11am--4pm 

April 1st  11am--2pm 
 

Mid -Michigan Childrenôs Museum 

315 West Genesee Avenue, Saginaw 

FAX Line  

Working  

Again!  
\ 

é short announcement!  
 

The same FAX number for 

READ 989-755-8404, is in 

service. So for the schools 

and center coordinators, 

etc. that utilize our FAX, 

the line will work the same 

as before.  

    The ñLunch at Arthur Eddyò program allows 
the mentors to have considerable latitude in 
working with the students. Each mentor brings 
his own style in being a good role model and 
positive influence for the boys. Our team, for 
example, enjoys incorporating life skills to 
supplement the boys reading experience. A few of 
the ideas employed this year include:  Practice 
table manners during lunch Å Review Michigan 

geography (reading maps) Å Show what is 

involved in various careers (drawing / design 
activities). I believe that each session is a very 
rewarding learning experience for the mentors 
as well as the students. 

- Joe Kruska, Lunch at Arthur Eddy Academy Mentor 
 

    When the students at Stone see their READ mentors arrive at their 
first grade classroom door, their eyes light up and they are quick to 
greet them to get started.  As they spend their time together, it is 
evident that not only are they getting practice with their reading skills 
and hearing and reading enjoyable stories, but they have their own 
person to spend time with and enjoy feeling special.  Stone teachers 
are grateful that these students are able to receive this extra boost 
and remain hopeful that more mentors will be able to join the team in 
the future.                  - Cynthia Pape, Coordinator for Stone Elementary 
 

    Sharing your mentoring experiences can help recruit new mentors. 
There is still time to recruit & train volunteers to get started this school 
year and continue on in the fall. If you know of someone who would 
like to experience the joy of mentoring, have them contact Jan or Sara at 
the office ( 755-8402). 



 

 9am -11:30am 
    Serving Pancakes until 11:15 am 

         Sponsored by the READ Association 
    Location:  The Hunger Solution Center - Home of  

  Hidden Harvest & East Side Soup Kitchen 
          940 E. Genesee -between Janes and Thompson St. 

          
                 $3.00 per person (under one yr. free)   

                               Tickets available at the door 
 

                 Admission includes a pancake  
                       breakfast and literacy activities   

                      to encourage and promote  
                     family reading time: 

 

   ǅ ALL You Can Eat Pancakes 
        ǅ Free New Book for Every Child 
      ǅ Costume Characters & Puppets 
       ǅ Storytelling 
    ǅ Literacy Activities presented by: 
     A]XėA]W\][Ubė7\]`XfYbógėAigYia 
       Public Libraries of Saginaw 
        READ Association 
       Saginaw County - Birth to 5 Program 

Join us in celebrating National Reading Month at the 12th annual 

 

This event is made possible in part thanks to the support of the Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation.  
 
The READ Association of Saginaw County is a local non-profit organization whose mission is to help students 
improve their reading skills and discover the joy of reading.  Ph:  (989)755-8402 
www.READinSaginaw.org  www.facebook.com/READinSaginaw         

WSGW Live Remote sponsored by Carol M. Thomas, Elder Law Attorney 

* Bring a canned goods donation and  
  receive one raffle ticket for each can   
  for a chance to win great books!   
* Donations benefit Hidden Harvest and  
  the East Side Soup Kitchen 

Saturday March 4, 2017 
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I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County.     
 

Amount Enclosed:    ÄÄ $25    ÄÄ $50     ÄÄ $100   ÄÄ $250    ÄÄ  Other $ __________  
 

Donor Name(s): ________________________________________________________________   Phone __________________ 
                           (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged) 
 
Address ____________________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______    Zip ___________ 
 
Email  _____________________________________________ 
 
This Gift is made:   ÄÄ In Memory of     ÄÄ  In Honor of     ÄÄ  In Celebration of   ________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                  Person(s) / Family / Occasion 
 

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable):  Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______    Zip ____________ 
 
Make general contributions payable to READ Association. 
Mail all contributions to: READ Association,  
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 401, Saginaw, MI  48607 

 
 

 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƻ ǳǎŜ tŀȅtŀƭ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻƴŀǘŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǿǿǿΦw9!5ƛƴ{ŀƎƛƴŀǿΦƻǊƎ όŀǘ 
the bottom of our home page, or the top of the Support page);  or call our office to pay by card  (989) 755-8402.  

Justin Bess 
Paula Brown 
Bonnie Campbell 
Kristina Honeycutt 
Zenobia Jackson 
Jacqueline Matlock 
Staci McNier 
Sarah Partridge 
Jared Pruitt 

Legend Quirin 
Tammy Quirin 
Brooke Reinbold 
Andrea Roberts 
Georgia Shillington 
Arik Smith 
Katie Stanley 
Linda Vanderlooven 

WELCOME New Mentors 
     & Coordinators 

Celebrate Reading Month - Support Literacy  

 

The READ organization is happy to welcome 
new mentors for 2017. We are fortunate to have 
many dedicated volunteers and center staff who 
enhance the lives of so many young children in our 
community. Thank you for your time and talents! 

Enter a team or attend the entertaining luncheon 
to cheer on the adult spellers!  The 12th annual Bee 
for Literacy will be held on Wednesday, May 3 
from 11 am to 1 pm and is sponsored by Altrusa 
International of Saginaw and Rotary Club of 
Saginaw. Proceeds this year will benefit Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library for Saginaw County 
and the Lexia Literacy Program. 

For more information on entering a team or to 
obtain lunch tickets, please contact Kathy McKenna 
751-1750 or Carol Likam,  cllikam166@outlook.com 

BEE for Literacy 
Wednesday,  May 3 

Q:  LΩƳ тп ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ Lw! ǘƻ w9!5 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǘŀȄŜǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 
required minimum distribution.  With the stock market near 
an all time high, can I make the donation now? 
 

A: Yes, you can!  Congress recently enacted legislation which 
now makes permanent qualified charitable distributions from 
individual retirement accounts. As such, it is no longer 
necessary to wait until year-end to see if the QCD rules apply 
or not. Many trustees or custodians of IRAs already have 
forms and procedures in place to make this kind of transfer. 
They will need to know the following pieces of information: 
¶ Does the charity qualify as a qualified charitable entity?  

[Yes, READ is a tax-exempt organization under Internal 
Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).] 

¶ What is the exact name/address of the charity? [READ 
Association of Saginaw County, 100 S. Jefferson Ave, 
Suite 401, Saginaw, MI 48607] 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΩǎ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ¢ŀȄ L5Κ  Call the READ 
office at 755-8402 to obtain. 

   It is essential that the IRA distribution be paid directly from 
the IRA trustee or custodian to the qualified charity and not 
be paid to you.  Upon receipt, READ will provide written 
acknowledgement of the gift received.  Keep this 
acknowledgement with your tax records.  As with all 
important tax related transactions, it is advised that you 
check first with your tax advisor for advice and consultation.  

Donate Your RMD Tax-Free  

    to READ in 2017 



_______________________________________________________________________________________  March 2017 

Special thanks to the following individuals and organizations who have contributed to the READ 

Association during the period of November 10, 2016 through January 11, 2017. Thanks for Sharing! 

2016-2017  BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP  
 

 Novel Sponsor  

      Means Industries 
      Meijer 
 

 Book Collection Sponsor  

      Glastender 
      Wildfire Credit Union 
 

 Chronicle Sponsor  

      Champagne & Marx Excavating, Inc. 
      Saginaw Medical Federal Credit Union 
      Yeo & Yeo 
 

   Storyteller Sponsor  

      A.C. Coppolino Insurance Agency Inc. 
      Deisler Funeral Home 
      Gardner, Provenzano, Thomas, & Luplow, PC 
 

 Other  

      Kevin Bone DDS 
      State Farm Insurance - Karl Briggs 
 

GRANTS  / SPONSOR  A C ENTER 
 

Frank N. Andersen Foundation 
The Alden & Vada Dow Family Foundations  
Edward & Erna Ederer Family Foundation 
Leo A. & Emelie O. Kahan Charitable Foundation 
 

 

IN  KIND  
 

Central Property Development, Inc. 

Ed & Mary Andrus in memory  
    of Jack Ratajczak 
Peter Bagley 
Alice Baldwin in memory of  
    Burt Fettig 
Nickolas Barris 
Carol Bates & Nancy Deisig in   
    memory of parents Robert  
    & Shirley Schaper 
Jerry & Carol Bates in memory  
    of  Louise Blakely 
Jerry Bates & Pat Schultz  
    in memory of their mother 
Priscilla Baumann in memory  
    of Lois Bates 
Tom & Judy Bear 
Susanne H. Beilfuss 
Sharon Besaw in memory  
    of Betty Krenz 
Patricia Beyer in memory  
    of Joyce Loomis 
Mike & Kathy Bierlein 
The Blakeley Family 
BRONNER's CHRISTmas  
    WONDERLAND 
Virginia Brucker 
Trish Burns 
Diane Chisholm in memory  
    of Dwight Chisholm and 
    in honor of Bob & Betty Hare 
DJ & Sherry Couture 
Laura Dean in memory  
    of Dorothy B. Sting 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph G. De Francesco 
Mary Lou Ederer 
Mary Lou & Roselynn Ederer  
    in memory of Hans Schmidt 
Roselynn Ederer 
Susie B. Emond 
Dr. Robert & Carol Emrich 
Floyd & Jane Feusse 
Mark & Anne Flegenheimer 
Patricia Forster 
Kevin Frank 
Mable Freeman 
Gardey Financial Advisors 
Jim & Judy Grzesiak 
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Hall  
    in memory of Glen D. Hall 
Herb & Kerry Hardy 
The Hatch Family 
Richard C. Hausler 
Tom & Gail Hawley 
Cindy & David Houghtaling 
Mary James in memory of Burt Fettig 
William & Sue Johnson 
Sarah & Michael Jury 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kanitz 
K.P. Karunakaran, MD & Lakshmi  
    Karunakaran 
Pam Koski in memory  
    of Hans Schmidt 

Mike & Amy Lafferty 
Pauline Lawrence 
Warren & Susan Leonard 
James Lewis 
Miriam Light 
Anne Lorentzen 
Marilyn & Jim Mangutz  
    in memory of Keith Martell 
Barbara McDonald in memory  
    of Burt Fettig 
Dr. Roslyn McQueen 
Marian Miller 
Rick & Cindy Morley 
Andrea & Mike Muladore in  
    celebration of Kempton Students 
Dorothy K. Mull 
Rose M. Nickodemus in memory  
    of Susan Lynch 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Nuckolls 
Carolyn R. Otto 
Jeanne M. Parks 
Pam Pawlick  
    in memory of Bob Bowen  
Matt & Mary Ann Peterson 
Annette Preston 
Paul & Sally Purcell in memory  
    of Andy Purcell 
Jeanie & Bob Quinn in memory  
    of John Oberschmidt 
Randall & Patricia Raymond  
    in memory of Duaine McMall 
Residential Appraisal Services 
Janet A. Roekle 
Randy & Jean Rupp 
Elinor & Harold Saunders  
    in memory of David Budbill 
Patrick & Mary Scanlan 
Tom & Marcia Schmidt in memory  
    of Marilyn Blenkhorn 
The Schultz Family in memory  
    of Kathryn Anderson 
Lawrence H. Sims 
Scott & Sue Smith in memory  
    of Joan Reyner 
Herb & Kathi Spence 
Colin & Sue Stevenson in memory  
    of Lois Bates 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome R. Such  
    in honor of Harold & Elinor  
    Saundersô 50th Anniversary 
Matt & Amy Stedry 
Jim & Marie Stuart 
Judy Stuart 
Ken & Peggy Sutter 
Dianne Thebolt in memory of  
    Tom Thebolt 
Dale & Mary Ellen Tithof 
Joanne Ward 
Betty & Les Webb in memory  
    of Louise Harrison 
Laura Yelsik 
The Zelinko Family  

GENERAL  CONTRIBUTIONS  

SPONSOR  A  CHILD  / READ 50TH  ANNIVERSARY   

Linda Bryant 
Dave & Sheri Case 
DJ & Sherry Couture 
Joseph Day 
Linda DeGuise 
Vera & Louis Hanisko 

Joseph & Beverly Heitkamp 
Frank & Julie Keating 
Sharon Koberstein 
Carol Likam 
Marilyn Ludgin 
The Yeo Family Foundation 

ENDOWMENT  

Lou Budd 
Dave & Sheri Case 
Martha Foster 
Carol Lechel in honor of READ  
    Board, Staff & Volunteers 

Guy & Janice Merriam  
    in memory of Burt Fettig 
Sylvia Reimus in memory of  
    Kenneth J. Reimus 
Patricia Shaheen 

IN  HONOR  & C ELEBRATION  OF CAROL  LECHEL   
 

James & Catherine Gerding 
Janet K. Hoffman 
Robert & Patricia Johnson 
Tim, Terry, Karlie & Jake MacKay 
Leslie & Marion Tincknell 
 

ENDOWMENT  IN HONOR OF CAROL 

Greg & Kim Johnson 
Richard & Ruth King 
Paul & Sara Larsen 
Janet Mazany 
Guy & Janice Merriam 
Elinor & Harold Saunders 

  A steady stream of well-wishers stopped by to visit with Carol 
Lechel and wish her well on her retirement. Thank you to all who 
have expressed gratitude for the many years of leadership and 
service she has dedicated to READ. 
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The READ Association of 

Saginaw County is a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization whose 

mission is to help students      

improve their reading skills and 

discover the joy of reading. 

 

òSo often you find  

that the students  

youõre trying to  

INSPIRE 

are the ones that  

end up inspiring you.ó 
 

-  Sean Junkins 

READ Association of Saginaw County 

100 S. Jefferson, Suite 401 

Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

           Upcoming READ Events: 

 

Books for Breakfast at the Hunger Solution Center 
  Saturday,  March 4, 2017   9 am - 11:30 am 
 

Usborne Book Fair at Mid-Michigan Childrenõs Museum: 
 

  Thursday - Saturday, March 30 - 31 and April 1  (see p.2 for times) 

www.casefuneralhome.com                      (989)793-9700 

W. L. Case and Company  
Funeral Directors 

Serving the Great Lakes Bay Region for over 130 years 

4480 Mackinaw Road, Saginaw 
125 E. Saginaw Street, Merrill 

201 N. Miller Road, Saginaw 
5700 Dixie Hwy, Bridgeport 


